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1.0 Readi ng Skills
Literary Styles
Readi ng Strategies
Cont ext Cl ues
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Predi ctions
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2.0 Witing Process Skills
Logi cal Progression of |deas
Transitional Devices
Sentence Variety
Organi zati on
Usage
Mechani cs
Spel l'i ng
Sentence Structure
3.0 Thi nking Skills - Know edge
.1 Reading Skills
.2 Witing Process Skills
4.0 Thi nking Skills - Conprehension
.1 Reading Skills
.2 Witing Process Skills
5.0 Thinking Skills - Analysis
5.1 Reading Skills
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VESTEST PRACTI CE TEST | N READI NG - GRADE 10
FORM A

Read t he sel ection. Choose the best answer and mark it on your test.

Probl enms of Recycling

O greatest interest to those concerned with the environnental aspects of solid
wast e managenent is the issue of -- and the need for -- resource recovery and
recycling. To many Anericans, there is perhaps no greater synbol of our inbal ance
with nature and our mal adaption to its realities than the fact that we discard
mllions of tons of waste every year and these tons of waste do, in fact, have val ue.
The American people realize now that trash need not be nmere junk. It has the
potential of becoming a significant vein of resource, a nother |ode of opportunity for
men of vision who can see beyond the horizon

The Anmerican people are right. And those who serve themcan no | onger view solid
wast e managenent solely in terns of collection and disposal. However, sonething nore
than the nagi c of science and technology is required to convert all this waste into
useful resources.

In fact, in proportion to consunption, resource recovery has been steadily | osing
ground in recent years in virtually every material sector. Approximately 200 nillion
tons of paper, iron, steel, glass, nonferrous netals, textiles, rubber, and plastics
flow t hrough the econony yearly -- and materials weighing roughly the same | eave the
economny again as waste. In spite of neighborhood recycling projects, container
recovery depots, paper drives, anti-litter campaigns, |ocal ordinances banning the
non-returnabl e bottle, and the emergence of val uabl e new technol ogi cal approaches,
only a trickle of the “effluence of affluence” is today being diverted fromthe
muni ci pal waste stream

The principal obstacles are econonic and institutional, not technological. The
cost of recovering, processing, and transporting wastes is so high that the resulting
products sinply cannot conpete, economcally, with virgin materials. O course, if
the costs of such economic “externalities” as environnental inpact associated with
virgin materials use were reflected in production costs and if there were no freight
rates, the use of secondary nmaterials would become nmuch nore attractive. But they are
not now. There are no econom ¢ or technical events on the horizon, short of
governmental intervention, that would indicate a reversal of this trend. [If allowed
to continue to operate as it does now, the econonic systemw ||l continue to sel ect
virgin raw naterials in preference to wastes. This fact should be etched into the
awar eness of those who | ook to recycling as a way out of the solid waste managenent
di | emma.

1. In this article, the term 2. Whi ch statenent below is npst
“mal adapti on” neans per suasi ve?

under st andi ng (:) bstacles in recycling are
econom ¢ and institutional

Anericans now realize the

i tbal ance of di scarded waste
bel i ef with nature and the fact that
wast e does have val ue.

C) Virgin materials are associated
with environnmental inpact.

dysfunction
awar eness
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C) Pl ease recycle so you can turn
your trash into treasures and
heal the environment.




