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TAKS03 PRACTICE TEST IN READING - GRADE 4
FORM A

Read this passage and answer the questions.

HARRIET TUBMAN

1 Harriet Tubman, an African American, was born in
1820.  Harriet was a slave who grew up on a
plantation in Maryland.

2 As a very young girl, Harriet had to work inside
her master’s house.  She did not like working inside.
Harriet had learned a great love of the outdoors from her father,
Benjamin Ross, who was a woodcutter.

3 Harriet grew up to be a very strong young lady.  Due to her
strength and willingness to work hard, she was sent outside to work
in the fields.  She was much happier outdoors because it gave her
a sense of freedom.  Working outdoors made her grow even stronger.
Every chance she got, Harriet worked with her father in the woods.
He taught her to walk through the woods without making a sound.

4 Harriet heard many stories about slaves who ran away to the
North, where slavery was illegal and they could be free.
Frequently, the runaway slaves were captured, returned to the South,
and punished.  Occasionally some slaves did manage to escape.
Harriet was very amazed by the story told about one slave in
Kentucky.  His master had followed him.  He watched the slave cross
a river and just seemed to disappear.  The angry master was very
puzzled by this and said, “He must have gone on an underground
railroad.”  Harriet was thrilled with the idea of a secret
underground road that would lead slaves to freedom.  She often
wondered, “Could there really be such a secret road to freedom?”
Later she heard that slaves really did escape on something called
the Underground Railroad.

1. When Harriet learned about the
underground railroad, she probably
felt--

A. angry
B. frustrated
C. defeated
D. excited

2. Harriet was happiest being outdoors
because--

A. the work was easier
B. it gave her a sense of freedom
C. she hated working outdoors
D. it was more fun to work outside

3. Why was Harriet so miserable being
kept inside her master’s house as a
young girl?

A. She was homesick for her family
and friends she had left behind.

B. Her father had instilled in her
a great love for the outdoors.

C. She had a strong desire to help
other slaves.

D. She had learned about an under-
ground railroad and desired to
know more about it.


