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Materi al s 3.1 Elaboration and Organization
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2.4 Author’s Meaning
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SOL PRACTI CE TEST | N READI NG - GRADE 8

Read the following article to answer questions 1 through 6.

VWHAT TO DO W TH SCLI D WASTE

We have all |earned that we cannot go on using the resources of this planet as if
they were infinite. W can no longer deal with environmental problems as if they were
sinmple, isolated problems. The solution is not outside the broad social, political
and econom ¢ framework of which they are a part.

Solid waste nmanagenent is a root environnmental issue and illustrates that we nust
change nany of our commpn attitudes and habits. W nust work to adapt our
institutions, both public and private, to the probl ens and opportunities of solid
wast e, of resource recovery, and of msuse of our national resources.

The broad front on which we fight the solid waste battle today is a fluid one.
And we can hardly make a nove w t hout being beset by a |oud roar of clains and
counterclai ms about precisely what we should do and shouldn’t do to win it.

Characteristic of our society, when a probl em has been di scovered, we feel it

shoul d be solved at once in a sinple and direct way. |If this fails, we despair of its
being solvable at all. This is no doubt part of what has been termed our frontier
mentality. It is due, in part, to this nmentality that the first wave of public

awar eness of the environmental crisis hit before we had even begun to take the first
smal | steps toward proper disposal of the ever growi ng solid waste of our high
producti on, high-consunption society. A thoroughly urbanized people, we were acting
as if all we had to do was to throw away our ugly discards, whatever their nature,
into a pile somewhere preferably out of our imediate sight.

The frontier solution to the urban solid waste probl emwas the open dunp.
Aest hetically offensive, creating rodent and insect problens, wasteful of |and,
contributing often to air and water pollution, open dunps had little to recomend
them Dunping was cheap, quick, and dirty. W were proud to regard ours as the nost
sophi sticated society in the world when it cane to exploiting raw resources,
processing them manufacturing theminto goods, and transporting and distributing them
with great speed. But we had given alnost no thought at all to closing the city dunp.
Suddenly, we were told that the ecological circle had to be closed throughout the
worl d. Cheap, quick, and dirty intrusions into the environment had to cease, unless
man was to perish

1. Read the foll ow ng sentence fromthis article.

And we can hardly make a nove w t hout being beset by a | oud roar of
cl ains and countercl ai ns about precisely what we should do to win
it.

Whi ch of the foll owi ng words neans about the same as the underlined
word in the sentence above?

A. answer ed
B. frightened
C. concerned
D. attacked




