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HEARI NG EAR DOGS

Hearing ear dogs are trained to |et
their owners know about sounds they cannot
hear. The dogs wake their owners when the
alarmclock rings in the nmorning. They let
t hem know when the doorbell rings. Hearing
ear dogs alert their owners if a snoke al arm
goes off. The dogs can even be trained to
l et parents know that their baby is crying.

How does a dog learn to be the ears for
a human bei ng? There are special schools
that train dogs and deaf people to work
together. \When a dog is brought to such a
school, it must first be thoroughly
exam ned. The dog can be any breed, but it
nmust be in perfect health and a good
learner. |If the dog seens willing, the
traini ng begins.

The dog is taught to respond to
everyday sounds. Wen the al arm cl ock
rings, the dog should junmp up on the bed
When the doorbell rings, the dog should run
back and forth fromits owner to the door
The dog is praised and petted when it
responds correctly.

Once the dog has learned its part, it
is paired up with a potential owner. The
dog and the owner nust |learn to comunicate
with each other.

Havi ng a hearing ear dog can be an
enornmous help to a deaf person, and being a
heari ng ear dog can be a wonderfu
experience for the dog, too. Many dogs are
taken out of shelters and pounds to be
trained to be hearing ear dogs and placed in
I ovi ng hones.

3. What helps a hearing dog learn his
hel pful skills?

A.  Another dog shows himwhat to
do.

B. He is given praise and petted
when he responds correctly.

C. He is paired with a potenti al
owner .

D. He is healthy and has an
excel l ent sense of hearing.

4, What is the main idea of the
passage?

A. Hearing ear dogs are limted to
speci fic breeds.

B. Hearing ear dog training is
exactly the sane as seeing eye
dog training.

C. An owner is selected for the dog
before it is trained.

D. Hearing ear dogs are taught to
respond to sounds so they wll
be able to help their deaf
owners.

Use the chart bel ow to answer questions
5 and 6.

DOGS REG STERED W TH AMERI CAN

1. Bei ng a hearing ear dog can be
hel pful to the dog because

A. the job pays well

B. a human cannot do the sane job
C. the dog gets a hone

D. it gives the dog sonmething to do

2. Wiich is the npst inportant
requirenent in training a hearing
ear dog?

A. The dog can be any breed, but it
must be in perfect health and a
great | earner.

B. Hearing ear dogs are trained to
I et their owners know about
sounds they cannot hear.

C. Wen the alarmclock rings, the
dog should junp up on the bed.

D. The dog is taught to respond to
everyday sounds.

KENNEL CLUB
Nunber Regi stered
Type of Dog
1975 1980
Cocker Spani el 39, 064 76,113

Dober man Pi nscher 57, 336 79, 908

Ger man Shepherd 76, 235 58, 865
Irish Setter 58, 622 14, 938
Poodl e 139, 750 92, 250

5. How many Irish Setters were
registered in 19757

A, 39,064
B. 58,622
C. 58,865
D. 79,908



