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THE SURPRI SE I N THE ATTIC

Lucy wanted to play outside. But her
not her said that she had to stay inside and
hel p cl ean before she could go out to play.
“l want to work on cleaning the attic this
norning,” said Lucy’s nom “And | could
really use your help.”

The attic door creaked as Lucy’s nother
pulled it open. Even after they turned on
the light, it was still kind of dark in the
attic because there were no wi ndows. Lucy
had to squint to see the back of the room
There were boxes piled everywhere. One side
of the roomhad an old mattress and there
were a couple of old chairs. In one corner
there was even a baby crib.

Lucy’s nother dusted off one of the
chairs and then sat down in it. She opened
one of the old cardboard boxes and started
to sort through it. She pulled out old
papers, old shoes, even sonme dirty stuffed
animal s that Lucy had played with when she
was younger. Lucy hel ped her nother by
bringi ng her boxes and filling trash sacks
with things they didn’t need to keep
anynore.

After about an hour Lucy hel ped her
not her drag an ol d wooden chest from one
corner of the room Putting it in front of
the chair, they opened it up.

“Ch yuck!” exclaimed Lucy’s nother.
“These are nmy old clothes fromwhen | was in
hi gh school and college.” She started to
pull out shirts and pants like Lucy had
never seen before. Some of the pants had
huge bottons. “These were very popul ar,”
Lucy’s nother explained. “I can't believe
ever wore these.” There were skirts and
dresses in the box nade of funny colors and
patterns.

At the bottom of the chest, along with
an old flower vase and some pairs of shoes,
was a snmall box. “I had forgotten all about
this box,” said Lucy’s nother. “These are
sone old pictures of me and ny friends.”

“lI want to see,” said Lucy.

Toget her they | ooked at the photos. “I
l ook so funny,” said Lucy's nother. They
| aughed t oget her.

“Look, Mom” said Lucy, holding up one
of the old dresses fromthe chest. “This is
the same dress that you are wearing in that
picture.”

“I't sure is,” said Lucy’s nom

Suddenly Lucy had an idea. “Mm I
don’'t want to play outside with nmy friends
anynore,” she said. “lnstead, | want to
invite nmy friends over to play dress up with
these clothes. That would be fun. Can we?”

As soon as her nother agreed, Lucy ran
downstairs to use the phone.

We can tell fromthis story that
Lucy is about to cal

A. her dad at work
B. her friends
C. her grandnot her
D. her teachers

Whi ch type of story is this closest
to?

A. fantasy

B. multi-cultura

C. realistic fiction
D. bi ography

How do Lucy’s feelings about the
attic change fromthe begi nning of
the story to the end of the story?

A. They don’t change.

B. She still wishes that she
didn’t have to hel p her nmom
clean it out.

C. She likes the attic at the
begi nning and hates it at the
end.

D. She is glad that she hel ped her
nom and found ol d things.

Whi ch of these do you get fromthe
title of this story?

A. plot

B. characters
C. setting

D. author

Lucy and her friends could play
dress up because

A. they all had old clothes

B. Lucy and her nom found sone old
cl ot hes

C. they all had new clothes

D. they wanted to have their
pi ctures made

What kind of place was the attic?

dark and dusty
hot and stuffy
cold and sunny
happy and bri ght
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