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PRACTI CE TEST | N READI NG (ENGLI SH) - GRADE 7
FORM A

Read the article about the maple tree. Then answer the questions.

THE SUGAR MAPLE TREE

1 The sugar nmaple tree has been a very noble tree. It has
al ways t hought of the welfare of others, and it seeks out the
good in life. This is inmportant to know in order to
under stand how mapl e syrup cane to be.

2 Sugar maple tree was | ooking about him and was deep in
thought. Finally, seeing the desperation of his forest
friends, he spoke.

3 "I wish | could offer nore to ny friends of the forest.
You have all been so good to me. Squirrel, you keep ne
conpany on those cool autumm afternoons, and you birds sing ne
sweet tunes every norning. | do not have any sweet fruits to
of fer you like the cherry trees do or broad | eaves for shade
like the chestnut." Here he paused. He glanced over at a
fam |y of people nearby. There was a nother with her
children. She had a sad ook in her eye. It would be
difficult for themto survive in the forest.

4 Sugar maple felt the sadness overcone him and he began
to cry. As he cried, all the water and nutrients his trunk
was carrying began to seep through the holes in his bark. As
his crown of |eaves shook, seeds fell to the forest floor. He
cried for his friends, but didn't know that his tears were a
rich, sweet sap. As sugar nmaple was lost in his thoughts,
sone sap dripped gently down on a chi prunk. The chi pnunk
smled as the sweet nectar touched his lips.

5 "Hey!" cried the chi pnmunk, "your sap is sweet and
tasty!™ A bird picked up one of the maple seeds and tasted it
with delight. It was small and enjoyable, just right for the

birds. The buzz travel ed quickly through the woods, and soon
everyone knew about the sugar nmaple's new gifts. The famly
of people soon learned to nmake a delicious syrup out of
nmapl e' s sweet sap.

6 Fromthat day on, the sugar maple grew with pride.
VWhere it grew, it happily produced sap and di spersed its seeds
around the land to feed all of its friends. Today the sugar
mapl e seens to be always sniling, knowing that it is hel ping
its fellow creatures of the forest.

1. According to the way dispersed is 3. If you were assigned a report about
used in paragraph 6, which is the the true origin of the Sugar Maple
best definition bel ow? tree, under what topic would you

nost likely find the nost
A. grave i nformation?
B. scattered
C. invaded A. Forestry
D. depreciated B. Sugar
C. Maple
D. Trees




