
SKILLS LIST and SAMPLE ITEMS FOR

PRACTICE TEST, LANGUAGE ARTS, GRADE 10
(Test items developed for skills measured in Terra Nova [CTBS]*)

Skills

1.0 Sentence Structure 3.0 Editing Skills
1.1 Writing Conventions 3.1 Parts of Speech
1.2 Combining Sentences 4.0 Thinking Skills

2.0 Writing Strategies 4.1 Analyze Information
2.1 Pre-writing Techniques 4.2 Evaluate Outcomes
2.2 Topic Sentences/Concluding 4.3 Synthesize Elements 

Sentences/Connective and
Transitional Words and
Phrases, etc.
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TERRA NOVA PRACTICE TEST IN LANGUAGE ARTS - GRADE 10

Directions: Read the following passage to answer Numbers 1 through 3.

(1)Lamps with little halogen light bulbs are popular in living
rooms and on desks.  (2)The small or powerful bulbs give off heat up to
1,200 degrees F and can set curtains, blankets, clothing, or other
objects on fire.  (3)The Consumer Product Safety Commission says.    
(4)Halogen lamps are thought to be the cause of 100 recent fires and 10
fire deaths, and some colleges have banned them from students’ dorm
rooms.  (5)Underwriters Laboratories (UL), the consumer product testing
center, recently set new safety requirements for halogen lamps, but they
also suggest steps you can take to keep safe.  (6)You should never place
clothing, towels, or other materials on top of a halogen lamp.  (7)Don’t
place a touchiere halogen lamp (the kind that directs the light beam up
at the ceiling) near an open window.  (8)A breeze can blow curtains onto
the lamp bulb.  (9)You should not put lamps in places where they can
easily tip over.  (10)Keep touchiere halogen lamps away from bunk beds
where the sheets or mattress of the upper bunk may get too close to the
bulbs.  (11)You should always turn off halogen lamps when you’re out of
the room or away from home.  (12)Lamps are very attractive in any home
decor.

1. Which group of words is a fragment?

A. 1 B. 2 C. 3 D. 4

2. Which sentence could be added after sentence one?

A. Safety experts warn that they must be used with care to
prevent them from starting fires.

B. Children should be extra careful when turning on lamps.
C. Every year many children die from fires caused by halogen

lamps.
D. The light bulb wattage should be small for halogen lamps.

3. What is the topic sentence of this article?

A. 1 B. 2 C. 6 D. 12


