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Terra Nova PRACTI CE TEST I N READI NG - GRADE 5

Directions: Read this story called The Accident. Use it to answer
Nunbers 1 through 5.

THE ACCI DENT

It was a cold, but clear, winter day when Brad and his father left for the drive to
Sigurd. Brad' s Grandpa Vern had called the night before to ask for Brad’'s help. His
grandfather was a farnmer who lived in a snmall rural community. On his farm he grew
corn and hay and raised cattle. During the winter, the cattle were brought off the
open range, where they spent the sumrer grazing, and penned in corrals where they
woul d be fed through the winter nonths. Brad's grandfather explained that sone of the
corrals were broken and in need of repair. The corrals were made of pine poles and
fixing themwould require a trip into the nearby nountains. Brad and his grandfather
woul d cut down pine trees of the right height and thickness, strip off the branches,
and haul the poles out of the nountain on a trailer pulled by his grandfather’s truck

It was al nbst 10 a.m when Brad and his father arrived at his grandpa’ s house.

They had driven a little over 100 miles. Brad s father had to go to a nearby town on
busi ness, so after visiting for nonent, he left.

After packing sack | unches of ham sandw ches, potato chips, and popcorn balls for
dessert, Brad and Grandpa Vern hitched the flatbed trailer to the truck and left on
the hour and half journey to the top of Strawberry Muntain, where the straightest
pi ne trees grew.

The truck strained to pull the trailer up the steep nountain inclines. The road
twi sted and turned and as they reached higher elevations, they found snow on the
ground. Finally, Grandpa Vern pulled the truck to the side of the road near a huge
stand of tall pines. They had arrived.

They worked until dusk, using two-man saws with huge teeth to saw t he giant pines.
When they had a tree on the ground, they used hatchets to strip off the many branches.
When they finally had 40 poles |oaded onto the trailer, it was tine to go hone. Both
Brad and Grandpa Vern were covered in sticky pine sap and dirt, but they felt good for
a job well done.

It happened on the way hone. After carefully turning the truck around, they headed
down the nountain. The winter sun was dinming but it was not dark yet. Brad, who was
tired fromall the work, began to nod off.

He was abruptly awakened when the truck began to shake violently. Turning to |ook
behind the truck, Brad could see that the trailer was swinging to the right and left.
The pine pol es were unbal anced and goi ng down the nountainside, the trailer mght tip
over.

Grandpa Vern pressed on the brakes to try to slow the truck, and that’s when it
happened. The trailer, in one violent swing, overturned. And because it was hitched
to the truck, the truck also rolled

The next thing Brad knew, the truck was on its side and Brad was standing inside on
the door. Grandpa Vern was gone. Brad called out his nane, once, then tw ce, before
he heard a response. The snmall voice cane frombel ow. Suddenly Brad realized he was
standi ng on his grandpa, who was covered with dust and tools fromthe open tool box.

Clinmbing onto the door handl e, Brad noved and hel ped Grandpa Vern to his feet.
There was a little blood froma small cut on his cheek, but other than that, they were
both okay. The only way to get out was through the door above their heads. Toget her
t hey pushed it open and clinbed out.

Soneone in another car had gone to call the police, who arrived about five ninutes
later. The truck wasn't driveable, so after deciding to | eave the truck, trailer, and
poles until there was light the next nmorning, a police officer drove Brad and his
Grandpa down of f the nmountain and hone.




Whi ch of these tells the main idea of this story?

A. Brad likes to visit his grandfather.

B. Brad s grandfather lives on a farm

C. Brad went to help his grandfather, and they had an accident in
t he truck.

D. Gandpa Vern went up in the nountains.

He was abruptly awakened when the truck began to shake violently.
Find the word that nmeans the sane thing as abruptly.

A. suddenly B. fast C. jolted D. angrily

Wiy did Brad’ s grandpa need pine pol es?

A. To build a fence. C. To build a house.
B. To repair the corral fence. D. To repair his house.

What probably caused the truck and the trailer to overturn?

The pol es were too heavy.

The pol es were too | ong.

The pol es shifted.

Grandpa Vern wasn’t a good driver

OOowx>

When Brad finally found his grandpa and di scovered that he was
alright, he probably felt

A relieved B. angry C. confused D. excited




