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OCCT PRACTICE TEST IN READING (ENGLISH Il EXIT EXAM - GRADE 10

Directions
Read the following article. Then
answer questions 1 through 10.

PROBLEM5S OF RECYCLI NG

O greatest interest to those
concerned with the environmental aspects
of solid waste nmanagenment is the issue
of -- and the need for -- resource
recovery and recycling. To nany
Americans, there is perhaps no greater
symbol of our inbalance with nature and
our nal adaption to its realities than
the fact that we discard nmillions of
tons of waste every year which do, in
fact, have value. The Anerican people
realize now that trash need not be nere
junk. It has the potential of becom ng
a significant vein of resource, a nother
| ode of opportunity for men of vision
who can see beyond the horizon.

The American people are right. And
t hose who serve them can no | onger view
solid waste managenment solely in termns
of collection and di sposal. However,
somet hing nore than the magi c of science
and technology is required to convert
all this waste into useful resources.

In fact, in proportion to
consunption, resource recovery has been
steadily losing ground in recent years
in virtually every material sector
Approximately 200 mllion tons of paper
iron, steel, glass, nonferrous netals,
textiles, rubber, and plastics flow
t hrough the econony yearly -- and
mat eri al s wei ghi ng roughly the sane
| eave the econony again as waste. In
spite of nei ghborhood recycling
projects, container recovery depots,
paper drives, anti-litter canpaigns,
| ocal ordi nances banni ng the non-
returnable bottle, and the energence of
val uabl e new t echnol ogi cal approaches,
only a trickle of the “effluence of
af fluence” is today being diverted from
t he muni ci pal waste stream

The principal obstacles are
econoni ¢ and institutional, not
technol ogi cal. The cost of recovering,
processing, and transporting wastes is
so high that the resulting products
si mply cannot conpete, economically,
with virgin materials. O course, if
the costs of such econonic
“externalities” as environnmental inpact

associated with virgin materials use
were reflected in production costs and
if there were no freight rates, the use
of secondary materials would becone much
nore attractive. But they are not now.
There are no econonic or technica
events on the horizon, short of
governmental intervention, that would
indicate a reversal of this trend. |If
allowed to continue to operate as it
does now, the economc systemwil|
continue to select virgin raw materials
in preference to wastes. This fact
shoul d be etched into the awareness of

t hose who | ook to recycling as a way out
of the solid waste managenent dil emra.

1. The mmin obstacl es preventing
effective recycling are

A. environnent a
B. technol ogica
C. econom cal
D. institutional
2. In this article, the term

“mal adapti on” neans

A. under st andi ng
B. dysfunction
C. awareness

D. belief

3. The passage mainly describes the

t he obstacl es bl ocki ng

wi despread recycling

Anerican’s ignorance of the need
to recycle

t he overwhel m ng reasons why
recycling is inpractica

the vast danmge done to the
environment due to limited
recycling
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