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MCT PRACTI CE TEST I N READI NG - GRADE 8 - FORM B

Directions: Read the follow ng story to
answer Nunbers 1 through 5.

BRAI N DAVAGE AND ANTI - SOCI AL BEHAVI OR

Magneti c i magi ng and psychol ogi ca
tests have proven that people who
suffered brain injuries while young may
not have normal noral or socia
behavi or s.

Two peopl e, as young children, had
brain injuries to the part of the brain
above the eyes. Their behavior was
simlar to that of patients who have
been di agnosed as “psychopat hs” or
“soci opaths” by a team of |owa
researchers. The two were raised in
stabl e, m ddl e-class hones by cari ng,
col | ege-educated parents. Their
siblings were well-adapted. But, the
two subjects nmentioned had great
di sregard for noral and socia
st andards, being irresponsible and
| acki ng renorse over harmthey did to
ot hers.

In 1848, a railroad worker made
hi story by surviving a dynanite accident
whi ch sent an iron rod through his head.
The rod was renoved, but his personality
was radically changed. Before the
acci dent, he was a good worker, but
after it, he becane a hopel ess, uncaring
drifter.

Today’ s research shows that adults
injured in the area of the brain known
as the orbitofrontal cortex, or OFC,
seemto understand right from w ong but
can’t use that in their everyday
decisions. They can't link the
know edge of feelings of the past to
what they decide in the present. There
are no enotions to guide them so they
just do what seens best at the nonent
and indul ge in risky behavior

The wonman and man used in the
studies had lifelong inpairnent. The
worran, age 20, had been run over by a
car when she was 15 npnths old. Even at
age three she didn't respond to any kind
of punishnent. She was intelligent and
capabl e but failed in school and was
arrested for shoplifting.

The man, age 23, had a tunor
renoved at three nonths of age. By age
ni ne, he had no notivation and had
expl osi ve outbursts of anger. He becane
obese and couldn’t hold a job. He lied

for no reason. Neither he nor the wonan
in the study had any interest in the
children they each parented in casua

rel ati onshi ps.

MRl s of both people’s brains showed
damage to the OFC. So, there seens to
be a connection between specific brain
damage and anti-soci al behavior. People
who suffer the brain injuries as young
children never devel op a noral conpass.

This study rai ses hope that sonmeday
drugs or other nethods may be used to
change severe anti-social behaviors
brought about by brain injuries. The
studi es were conducted at the University
of lowa College of Medicine. The new
chall enge to society is to renove the
problemfromits present location in
psychiatry and crim nal services and
study its neurol ogi cal and bi ol ogi ca
causes.

1. Read this sentence fromthe
passage

But, the two subjects nentioned
had great disregard for noral and
soci al standards, being irrespon-
sible and | acking renorse over harm
they did to others.

What do you think the word renorse

means?

A. regress
B. peace

C. structure
D. regret

2. Wich of the follow ng statenents
best summarizes the passage?

A. Magnetic inmagi ng and
psychol ogi cal tests are not
reliable ways to deternmine brain
damage i n younger peopl e.

B. Accidents that cause severe
brain damage are for the nost
part preventable.

C. More studies need to be done in
the area of OFC brain danage in
ol der adults.

D. Young peopl e who experience
damage to the OFC area of their
brai ns may never have acceptable
noral and social behavior




