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FCAT PRACTI CE TEST I N READI NG - GRADE 7

Read each passage. Then read the questions that foll ow each passage and
deci de on the best answer.

NI CK MAKES A SPEECH

Ni ck was dressed in his best Sunday clothes - a new tie, charcoal grey
suit, and the brand-new | eat her shoes that his nmother had bought for him
| ast week. Usually Nick hated to dress up, but today was worth it.
M. Webster, Nick’'s debate coach, had explained to himthat he would have
a better chance with both the students and adults at tonight’'s nmeeting if
he were dressed as if he meant business. “Dress |like you are very serious
about the neeting, and people will treat you seriously,” said M. Wbster
So Nick had even polished his shoes.

The neeting was to deci de who woul d be the next mayor of the Youth Cty

Council. N ck had decided to run because he wanted to start a newspaper
recycling programin his community. He had thought that it might even be
fun to be the nmayor of the Youth City Council. He could go to neetings every nonth

and nake inportant decisions. He would be in charge of the Youth City Council dance,
and he woul d get to decide which charities and vol unteer organizations the Youth City
Counci | should donate their tine to help. Last year N ck had been a council nenber on
the Youth City Council, and so he had a | ot of experience. And when the council had
asked for nom nations for candidates to run for mayor, N ck’'s best friend Joey had
nom nated Nick without telling him But N ck was glad that Joey had nominated hm He
had decided that it would be fun to be mayor of the Youth City Council

But he did not know that he would have to spend so nuch tinme canpai gni ng.
Toni ght he had to make a speech in front of his famly and all his friends, and worse
in front of the real mayor or Rivendell and the real Rivendell City Council. N ck’s
fam |y was especially excited about tonight’'s speech. Even his grandparents were
conm ng to show support. Nick’'s stomach was twi sting so hard that he thought maybe he
woul d not be able to talk when it was his turn

“Are you okay?” asked Joey, who was waiting with Nick near the front of the
Council Roomat the Rivendell City Hall. Joey had agreed to be Nick's canpaign
manager. As nmanager, it was Joey’s job to help think of ways for Nick to get votes.
Joey hel ped Nick put up signs and posters at school, and he even helped Nick wite the
speech that he was about to make.

“I"l'l be okay,” said Nick. “l want to practice ny speech one nore tine. |I'm
afraid that 1'lIl forget what | want to say when I get up in front of the Council.”

“I'f you are going to practice your speech one nore tine,” said Joey “you had
better hurry. | think they are going to start the speeches in just a few mnutes, and

you might be first.”

Ni ck knew Joey was right. There wasn't tinme to go out into the hallway to
practice his speech out loud. Al he could do was try to forget the noise and people
around himand concentrate on the paper in front of himwhile he read over his speech
one last time. He had thought that he would nmenorize his speech so that he woul dn’t
have to read it off of a piece of paper. M. Wbster, his debate coach, had suggested
that menorizing his speech woul d make hi m seem nore professional. But now, with his
stomach in knots and only nmoments to go until he had to stand in front of the crowd,
Nick didn't know any nore if he would be able to renmenber his speech. He was
beginning to feel a little panicked.

“They are getting ready to start,’

sai d Joey, nudging Nick with his elbow to get

his attention. “lI hope you are ready.”

“I hope so too,” thought Nick to hinself.

Mayor Johnson was speaking now. “Wlcone to tonight’'s neeting. | know all of us
are looking forward with pleasure to hearing the speeches of the candidates for the
mayor of the Rivendell Youth City Council. | would personally like to wish all the

speakers good luck. W will start by hearing from N ck Geleto.”
Ni ck stood up. It was now or never.




Read this sentence fromthe passage.

grey suit,

Ni ck was dressed in his best Sunday cl othes -
and the brand-new | eat her shoes that his nother had bought for

him | ast week.

a new tie, charcoal

In this passage, the word suit neans

Oowx>

a mat ching set of clothes
a court action seeking a | egal renedy

a group of pieces of matching furniture

a man’s courting of a woman in hopes of nmarriage

Whi ch of the foll ow ng statenents best sunmarizes the story?

A. N ck explains why recycling is so inportant.

B. Nck, with the help of his best friend Joey, prepares for his
speech.

C. Joey and Nick work well together as a team

D. N ck would be the best mayor of the Youth Cty Council.

Who nominated Nick to run for nmayor of the Youth Cty Council?

A. the real mayor of Rivendell City

B. Nick' s father

C. Joey

D. the R vendell Cty Counci

Ni ck seens to fee

OOowx>

uninterested in giving a speech
confident about his speech
excited about his speech
nervous about his speech

Whi ch sentence is an opinion?

Ni ck was dressed in his Sunday cl ot hes.

Dressing properly always makes a candi date w n.
The neeting was to deci de who woul d be the next mayor of the

Youth Gty Council.

Ni ck had a year of experience as a counci

menber.




